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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope that you had an enjoyable weekend with family and friends.  The Hoboken 
Public Schools’ students and families should be very proud of the achievements 
and strides made this past week.  Enjoy reading this week’s edition of The Herald.
I would like to congratulate our February students of the Month.  Each of the 
following students will be recognized at our upcoming Board of Education 
Meeting on Thursday, March 16th: 

• Ryann Timpson, Grade Kindergarten, Brandt Primary School
• Mikaela Crimmins, Grade One, Calabro Elementary School
• Rashawn Blake, Grade Three, Connors Elementary School
• Javen Goldsteiin, Grade Six, Wallace Elementary School
• Melanie Molina, Grade Seven, Hoboken Middle School
• E’Nigel Owusu Ansah, Grade Twelve, Hoboken High School

When you open The Herald, you will read about Hoboken High School’s Project 
Lead the Way Paths in Biomedical Science, Computer Science and Engineering.  I 
am proud to announce that applications for current 8th and 9th grade students are 
posted on our website.  Project Lead the Way learning experiences at the middle 
and elementary levels are sparking curiosity and inquisitiveness in our students.  
Feel free to e-mail me personal stories or testimonials based on what you hear at 
home from your children about Project Lead the Way.  I will share your thoughts 
in The Herald as I receive your messages.  Take a moment and read our very first 
Project Lead the Way testimonial sent by Brandt Primary School parent, Mrs. Vera 
Sirota.  

In this edition of the Herald, you will also read about an exciting trip that our 
high school students took to Google in New York City and the 2017-2018 
Classrooms Without Walls international trip planned for Italy.  Be sure to review 
the Guidance Department update. It outlines the work that our Heroes and Cool 
Kids club is doing with 6th grade students and highlights Hoboken High School’s 
free Princeton Review SAT Preparation Program, as well as our participation 
in the new scholarship program for 9th through 12th grade students, Raise.me, 
which was launched with the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
and partnering colleges and universities.  Can you believe that our Class of 2017 
has now exceeded 7.6 million dollars in college and university scholarships?  I 
am so proud of the concerted effort made by our students, counselors and staff.  
Be sure to take note of the announcement for the upcoming Hudson County 
Teen Arts Competition, the NACAC College Fair, visits scheduled by Auburn 
University & Albertus Magnus College, and Hoboken High School’s College 
Planning Night.  Enjoy viewing pictures Hoboken High School’s Unity Lunch, 
Mardi Gras Celebration, and the Student Athlete Leadership Team’s Random Acts 
of Kindness.  

At the Middle School, students have been working on annotation skills in their 
language arts classes, linear equations in mathematics and genetics in science.  
Take a moment to read about Ms. Minogue’s publication titled, “Teachers as 
Maestros: Making Differentiation Doable in Whole Class Instruction” in The 
Oklahoma Reader.

This past week, Read across America was in full swing at each of our elementary 
schools.  I included many pictures in The Herald for your enjoyment.  Be sure to 
click on the Connors School video which captured kindergarten students performing 
This Little Light of Mine at the Black History Month Assembly.  A huge thanks 
goes to Mrs. Elizabeth Falco and Mr. Eugene Drayton from Hoboken’s NAACP 
Chapter for designing an essay contest, working with staff to score submissions 
and for honoring winners with U.S. Savings Bonds.  

When reading the Wallace Elementary School section, you will see many samples 
of student work and the fantastic fundraising efforts by students and the P.T.O.  
Wallace scholars have already raised over $2,000 to benefit the American Heart 
Association and the P.T.O. raised almost $10,000 with Gertrude Hawk sales.  The 
Prime Cycle Ride for Wallace Event and Book Fair were also extremely successful.  
The Brandt Primary School thanks so many parents and art teacher, Ms. Gionna 
Forte, for helping to beautify the school by painting murals.  And, both Brandt and 
Calabro Schools thoroughly enjoyed having an author visit each their students.  
Brandt hosted Ms. Dawn Civitello, highlighting her book, 5 Fingers and 10 Toes. 
Calabro welcomed Mrs. Jacqueline Lopresti, author of Oliver and His Unlikely 
Friend.  

I’d like to thank the Hoboken Public Education Foundation for sponsoring an 
educational film for parents and guardians in the district.  On Thursday night, 
over seventy parents attending a viewing of Screenagers, shown at Hoboken High 
School’s auditorium.  This event was followed up by a turn-key presentation to 
our 7th and 8th grades students the following day.  On Wednesday, March 15th 
the Parent and Guardian Academy will hold a potluck dinner and session on The 
Growth Mindset.  This topic is applicable for parents and guardians of children 
in grades PK-12.  All are welcome.  It will take place from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM 
in the Hoboken High School Cafeteria.  The district will provide an assortment 
of wraps and drinks.  If you attend, please bring a small dish that can be shared 
with the group.  Everyone in attendance can share a meal together and enjoy each 
other’s company as we explore a very important topic. On Thursday, March 16th, 
there will also be a workshop at the Rue Building from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM for 
parents and guardians on the importance of planning healthy snacks on a budget.  
Registered dietician, Adriana Pizzuto will deliver the workshop and facilitate a 
conversation with all in attendance.  

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new 
district website.  In September, we also published and distributed a district flip 
calendar.  I would like to make sure all families reference that published calendar, 
as well as the calendar that has been posted on our website since last spring for the 
most accurate accounting of school days.  Thursday, February 16th is a 1:00 p.m. 
early dismissal and the district is closed on Friday, February 17th and Monday, 
February 20th.  

I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and content. 
Resources like our district calendar, program information, and important notices 
are always published online. I would also like to draw your attention toward our 
social media platforms. Our Facebook, Twitter, and WordPress pages bring district 
and school events, news, and accomplishments to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Greetings Brandt Families, 

What a busy week indeed! 

As you know this week was dedicated to the engaging and infectious literary gems 
shared with the world by Theodore Geisel, known to most as Dr. Suess. Children 
in our school learned about his pen name, about his creative process, and how his 
growth mindset kept him focused on his goal to have his books published. We 
all know him to be a great success but, as with most things, it was not always the 
case. His work wasn’t always lauded and revered but we are certainly glad that he 
did what we ask all to do: to NEVER give up. His classic, The Cat in the Hat, was 
born out of his deep concern regarding the need for children to become readers. 
He responded to a challenge by a local publisher that asked him to “write a story 
that first-graders can’t put down.” I read this book in a couple of our classes, and 
the same rings true today, the book is infectious. 

In this edition you will find a message from the Grade 1 Team that shares more 
information about our readers. It dives a bit deeper into the DRA2 and they will 
be sharing some strategies that you can try at home to grow the readers’ spirit. We 
invite you to try some and share the resulting conversations with us. This week we 
mark the 110th day in school and there is still much to do. 

Very exciting times! 

Sincerely,

Principal Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dear Calabro Learning Community,

What a great week filled with multiple celebrations! On Thursday, March 2nd, we 
enjoyed our annual Read Across America celebration with several guest readers.  
To name a few, Senior Children’s Librarian Ms. Sharlene Edwards of the Hoboken 
Public Library, Assistant Superintendent Mr. Fitzhugh, and some of our Farleigh 
Dickinson University pre-service teachers joined us as we promoted a love for 
reading with our students.  On Friday March 3rd, students in grades K-3rd enjoyed 
a book reading by a guest author. Mrs. Jacqueline Lopresti read her book, Oliver 
and His Unlikely Friend, and then guided students through a fun-filled activity. 

Thank you to the parents and guardians who joined us at our March Morning 
Meeting.  Among other celebrations from the 2nd Marking Period, we recognized 
42 students with perfect attendance and 23 students who made first and second 
honors in our 4th-6th grades!!  Congratulations to our kindergarten for repeating 
as champions of the “Principal’s Attendance Challenge.” The class with the best 
attendance for the month receives recognition and an award.  Please continue 
to encourage your child to come to school each day. Your support is greatly 
appreciated!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

It was a wonderful week here at Connors Elementary School! Students had the 
opportunity to display their talents during our Black History Month program. It 
was an amazing showcase directed by Mrs. White and Mr. Azzarto. Thank you to 
everyone who came out to support our students. They truly enjoyed performing for 
you and I know that we all truly enjoyed watching them.
 
I would like to thank the Hoboken Branch of the NAACP for sponsoring our 
school-wide essay contest. It was a pleasure to sit and read the essays of our 
students along side of you.  I appreciate your commitment to our students and I 
thank you for acknowledging the hard work of all of our students. I know that it 
was tough picking the winners!
 
On Theodor Seuss Geisel’s (Dr. Seuss) birthday, our school celebrated Read 
Across America Day with guests reading some of their favorite Seuss classics to 
students.  It was a pleasure to host the following individuals here at our school:  
Mayor Zimmer, Assemblywoman Chaparro, Freeholder Romano, Ms. Stoia, Mr. 
Kluepfel, Officers Fesken and DePascale, Ms. Vredenburg, Ms. Falco, and Zog 
Sports (Matt, Matt, Joey, Jody and Chris). I know that you all have busy schedules 
and it makes my heart happy that you set aside time for our students.
 
Our school will host an Interview Prep Session on March 8th. The session will be 
held in our school library and is free to Connors parents. This session will provide 
participants with the essential skills and techniques to improve your interview 
performance. I look forward to seeing you on the 8th.
 
As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the success 
of every child.

-Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing 
ways to set your children up for success inside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Embracing the Growth Mindset
March 15, 2017
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Hoboken High School Cafeteria

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Upcoming Events

Connors School PTO

PTO EMAIL LIST

Our PTO Email List has been one of the many ways 
we’ve communicated with parents this year about our 
PTO meetings dates, recaps, upcoming initiatives, and 
district-wide events.

Email ConnorsPTO@gmail.com to be added to our 
distribution list.

BOX TOPS RESULTS

AWESOME JOB! Thank you all for your participation; 
together we collected over 1200 Box Tops! Class 103 
will join Class 307 for the Dominos Pizza Party. Please 
continue to clip the Box Tops – we will have a final 
collection in  June. 

CONNORS PTO FUNDRAISER - Please Register!

What:   
Mixed Ride Class (half spin, half sculpting) taught by 
Connors’ parent Sherri Satz

When: Saturday, March 11th

Time:  1:00pm-3:00pm 
(50 minute class followed by light refreshments - thank 
you to Connors’ parent Margarita Gonzalez for securing 
the refreshments donation!)

Where: Work it Out, 603 Willow Avenue, Hoboken
Cost:   $25.  

Register for class online by going to www.clients.
mindbodyonline.com and  search for “Work it Out.”  

Our fundraiser is listed under the Burns Tab.

Who’s Invited? - EVERYONE!  This is NOT limited 
to Connors parents.  Please spread the word!

MARCH PTO MEETING:

Come join us on Tuesday, March 14th at 5:00pm in the 
Media Library Room! 

CONNORS ART SHOW

Save the date for our Connors Art Show!  We’ll be 
showcasing the artistic and musical talents of our students 
on Wednesday, April 12th from 5:00pm-7:00pm.

We’ll also have free light refreshments, art activities for 
kids, a photo op section, raffle baskets and silent auction 
items!  

We have started working with Parent Volunteer 
Committees for the Event, but we can always use more 
helping hands!  Please reach out to us if you’d like to 
help - we can set you up with a task that works for  your 
schedule!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Our students and staff continue to give great effort and produce great work day in 
and day out. As we begin the month of March, it’s exciting to see so many authentic 
writing samples in our classrooms and throughout our hallways. Teachers continue 
to implement rigorous PARCC-style timed tasks while at the same time allowing 
students to explore their creative sides and conduct their own research. 

Over the past few weeks, our students have created research reports on presidents 
and famous African Americans. Some grades researched states, wrote reports, and 
created dioramas. Other classes wrote great stories based on Dr. Seuss books in 
celebration of Read Across America Week. We will feature some awesome photos 
from Read Across America celebrations next week. I cannot stress how impressed I 
am with all of the authentic literacy happening within our great school community.

Our classes recently completed a new round of extended constructed responses 
for math. These math tasks will be displayed in classrooms side by side with our 
samples from language arts. When Mr. Bartlett and I conduct walkthroughs, more 
often than not we get to have great conversations about how much progress we are 
seeing on a weekly basis. Teachers are also letting students infuse their math with 
writing – just this week, for example, Ms. Burns and her first graders wrote some 
great math stories. The students crafted their own word problems and they are now 
proudly displayed outside their classroom. 

It’s also a great sight to see students and staff members alike stop to check out 
bulletin board displays all throughout the building. Students enjoy taking a look 
at the work of their peers, and staff have the opportunity to take a gander at the 
feedback offered to students by their colleagues. The displays are really providing 
great opportunities for students to talk with other students about learning and for 
teachers to talk with other teachers about teaching. Truly, the Wallace Family is 
working hard, together.

Have another great well-deserved weekend, and I look forward to another five 
great days next week. 

Martin Shannon
Principal

The Wallace PTO would like to thank everyone who placed 
orders for our Gertrude Hawk chocolates fundraiser. 
We surpassed our goal of $5,000 in sales and hit almost 
$10,000 in sales thanks to your support!  Orders can still 
be placed online through Sunday, April 8th (shipping 
to home only with applicable shipping charges). Go to 
www.gertrudehawk.com, select FUNDRAISING and 
enter group code 123343.

We would also like to thank everyone who attended 
the PTO Ride for Wallace fundraiser, the businesses 
who donated raffle items, and Ms. Stinson for being an 
awesome instructor!  According to Prime Cycle we had 
the biggest turnout for a fundraiser.  #WALLACEROCKS

Lastly, Our PTO had another successful book fair! 
Teachers and students enjoyed selecting new books.  
Thank you to all the parent volunteers for your help, we 
couldn’t have done it without you all. 

Please don’t forget to follow the Wallace PTO on their 
Facebook Page (Wallace School PTO Noticeboard) and 
website (wallaceschoolpto.com). 

Wallace School PTO Update

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

As the year continues to move along, we continue to see students growing.  
Conversations are lively and informed as students participate in class discussions 
about novels, life in the 1920’s and scientific innovation and advancements. 
Clubs are still running every week and we would love to have more students join 
us.  If your child is interested in the Debate Club, Service (Pay it Forward) Club, 
Sewing and Crafts or being a part of the Yearbook staff please encourage them to 
join; it’s not too late!

The PTO will be hosting a dance for Hoboken Middle School students on Friday 
March 24th in the gymnasium.  Flyers will be going out next week.

We are halfway through the 3rd marking period and interim report cards will be 
distributed on Monday March 13th.

Information regarding spring activities such as field day and the moving up 
ceremony will be coming soon.
 
Have a wonderful weekend!

--Tara Donnelly

Inside the Classroom...

Hoboken High School Newsletter

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

Hoboken High School

Help us Help You!

You recently received reading and comprehension scores of your child’s DRA2 
administration.  You should be so proud of your 1st grader, our students have 
all been working so hard!  Below is a reminder of benchmark scores based on 
statewide expectations:

Fall 2016 Winter 2017 Spring 2017
3 10 16

You may also be wondering how you can help your child advance on this reading 
assessment, and we are here to assist you!  The 1st grade team has collaborated to 
create some at-home activities you can do with your child to ensure their reading 
and comprehension success

• Create a “Reading Log” with your child’s teacher.   

• Read at least 1 book that is not part of assigned homework per night 

• Ask text related questions after the reading. Ex: How is the character feeling 
in this part of the story? How do you know? What is the author sharing with 
the reader that makes you think that? What would happen if…..?

Upcoming Events

March 24 PARCC Test Prep Pep Rally
  3rd - 6th Graders

PARCC Schedule

Grade 3 & 4: March 27-31
Math  Monday March 27th & Tuesday March 28th
ELA  Wednesday March 29th- Friday March 31st

Grade 5: April 3-7
Math  Monday April 3rd & Tuesday April 4th
ELA Wednesday April 5th to Friday April 7th

Grade 6: April 3-10
Math  Monday April 3rd to Wednesday April 5th
ELA  Thursday April 6th to Monday April 10th

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Students in Ms. Richard’s classes have been working hard 
solving systems of linear equations using substitution, 
elimination and graphing.  Next week we will have our 
chapter test and begin geometry!

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken Public School District has 
been busy. Click the picture above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

Hear what some of the parents around the district are saying about our PLTW 
Program by reading our Project Lead The Way Testimonials!

The application and interview process for the next cohort of PLTW students is 
here! Applications for all interested 8th and 9th grade students can be found here:

2017-2018 PLTW Application

Use the links below to view a snapshot of the course overview for each tract.

Biomedical Science Computer Science Engineering

Ivy & Bean, The Musical

March 8  Interview Prep Session

March 11   PTO Ride & Support Workout
   at Work It Out Studio

March 15  PTO Meeting 5:00 PM

This week in Makers Space, Miss Fleischer’s team at 
Connors worked for NASA! 

We designed our own rockets and launched them using 
straws! The kids loved seeing how far they could get 
their straw rockets to go and had fun trying them out at 
all different angles! 

Our students were able to compare how different angles 
of the straw and different angles of the wings affected 
the distance the rocket traveled. Students had a blast 
competing against one another to see whose rockets went 
the farthest. 

We are looking forward to our next project where we will 
work as a team to create a roller coaster using straws and 
a ping-pong ball! 

Jump Rope for Heart Update

A Message from the First Grade Team

Passport to Learning

We are looking forward to our Spring Musical 
performance of Ivy & Bean, The Musical for all K and 
1st grade families on Friday, April 28 at 1:30 PM.

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(HECAC) will be tabling to provide families the 
opportunity to fill out our spring survey in person.  
HECAC will be tabling at Connors on March 27th at 
morning drop-off.  HECAC will also be tabling at Rue 
on April 11th at morning drop-off.  Tasty treats will be 
provided.  

We appreciate families taking the time to share their 
thoughts and experiences about the Early Childhood 
Program!

Brandt Mural Update

Calabro Counselor’s Corner

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!!! To celebrate Read Across 
America, I was excited to incorporate our celebration of 
Dr. Seuss into a conflict resolution lesson.  Our students 
listened to the story of The Zax from Dr. Seuss. The 
zaxes are terrible role models for how to solve conflicts! 
But their story is a great  way to start a discussion about 
conflict resolution. The zaxes are two single-minded 
characters, one who wants to go north, and the other 
who wants to go south. When they meet face-to-face 
on the north-south path, neither one will budge. At all. 
Ever. End of story. I used The Zax to introduce my 
conflict resolution unit because it perfectly illustrates 
what happens when you don’t use conflict resolution 
strategies. 

After reading the story the students had a discussion 
about the following: What did each zax want? What was 
the conflict? Did they get what they wanted? What made 
the conflict worse? Which rules didn’t the zaxes follow? 
How could following the rules have helped?  

Students then volunteered to role-play how the zaxes 
could have responded to the conflict.  The students 
came up with ideas of how the zaxes could have used 
kind words, said, “Excuse me,” and worked together to 
ensure each one got to their destination without conflict. 

Read Across America Celebrations

African-American History Month Performance:

On Tuesday, February 28th, the events and activities related to African-American 
History Month culminated in a fantastic performance at Connors. Under the 
guidance of Ms. Gwendolyn White, students came together to celebrate the 
successes and culture of African-Americans in our society. 

Kindergarten students performed a moving rendition of “This Little Light of 
Mine.” 

Our annual participation in the Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser for the American 
Heart Asscociation is off to a great start. So far we have collected over $2,000 to 
benefit the AHA’s research and education initiatives. As a reminder, envelopes 
are due to Ms. Scutellaro of the Physical Education Department by March 10th. 
Go to heart.org/jumps for more information. Students in our physical education 
classes have been having a great time and getting some great exercise as they 
rotate through jump-rope themed activity stations. Keep up the great work!

Mr. L. works the rope during a Jump Rope For Heart activity station. 

Mr. Bartlett gets in on the Jump Rope For Heart action during a physical 
education class.

Our 2nd grade scientists tested what happens when you 
combine water, vinegar, and candy hearts

Mrs. Murphy and friends concocted plans to catch some 
fantastic creatures just in time for St. Patrick’s Day.

6th graders in Ms. Caruso’s and Mrs. Taglieri’s homerooms 
created custom storyboards and wrote/published another 
round of literary essays based on a novel they read in 
class. 

We are proud to announce that Ms. Minogue recently 
got her  first publication in a peer-reviewed journal, The 
Oklahoma Reader, with some colleagues from St John’s 
University. It is called “Teachers as Maestros: Making 
Differentiation Doable in Whole Class Instruction. 

Here is the link: 
http://www.oklahomareadingassociation.org/resources/
Documents/Oklahoma%20Reader/2017%20Winter%20
Ed%20-%20The%20Oklahoma%20%20Reader.pdf 

Math and Science Review

Upcoming Events

March 16  Parent Workshop:
5:30-7:00 PM  Menu Planning on a Budget: 
Rue Building  Preparing Healthy Snacks

March 30  Parent Workshop:
5:30-7:00 PM  Teaching Your Child 
Demarest School Pros-Social Behavior

We would like to send a ‘thank you’ to the volunteers 
who have helped make strides toward completing our 
ground floor mural in the children’s restroom.

For the past 3 months, Ms. Forte has been preparing this 
space as an ‘Under the Sea’-scape to create a visually-
interesting and friendly environment for our youngest 
learners.  Come stop by and check it out!  

Thank you again to Jen Johnson, Emily Khol, Jade 
Bender, Natasha Azzopardi, Leslie Blanos, Anna 
Gigante, Leslie Norwood, and Chris Coyle for your 
dedication and support in making our school beautiful!

Inside the Classroom...

Kindergarten and First Grade students at Brandt have begun to incorporate 
Samsung tablets into their classrooms this week to align themselves with the 
NJ Student Learning Standards for Technology.  Below you will see two of the 
standards which will be addressed through this new initiative.  

Understand and use 
technology systems.

8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital 
device and explain its purpose.

Select and use 
applications effectively 
and productively.

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally 
appropriate navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, museums).

Students will be learning to use the tablets independently as well as with peers.  
The teachers and students are creating classroom rules and boundaries to increase 
knowledge of technological safety and expectations.  School wide rules include 
that no child is to use the tablet for more than 15 minutes in total per day; in 
addition, the tablets are not used as an incentive for children.  We look forward 
to seeing all of the wonderful learning opportunities which will be provided to 
students through the use of technology.

Technology Update

Read Across America

Brandt celebrated reading and Dr. Seuss each 
day this week.  Monday was silly sock day 
(Fox in Socks), Tuesday students wore green 
(Green Eggs and Ham), Wednesday children 
wore clothes inside out, backwards and 
mismatched (Wacky Wednesday), Thursday 
everyone wore their favorite hat (The Cat in 
the Hat) and Friday was pajama day (Sleep 
Book).  It was a fun week and we were 
especially excited for all of the parents and 
volunteers who read to classes on Thursday 
for Read Across America.  Children were 
visited by Brandt staff members as well as 
members of the community who came to 
share their favorite books with your children.  The students also engaged in story 
extensions and crafts to increase their connections to the literature.  

We would like to extend a big thank you to the Hoboken Public Library and the 
families who made this event so special for all of our students.

Sharlene Edwards of the Hoboken Public Library reads to grades K-3  

Assistant Superintendent Mr. Fitzhugh read a chapter from Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing to our 4th graders, and facilitated a class discussion!

The Dream Continues

Our Grade 3 students shared excerpts of their research project on Sojourner Truth. 
Poems written by Langston Hughes and our World Language teacher, Ms. Meza, 
were both recited for the audience. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech was highlighted by 
students in Grades 1 and 2. 

4th Grade students shared their research on our nation’s first African-American 
President, Barack Obama. 

Members of the Passport to Learning Dance classes also performed choreographed 
dances for the audience. 

There were two separate showings of the performance, and both had a full audience 
comprised of students, families, and community members. We congratulate and 
thank everyone who contributed to the success of this performance!

Read Across America Celebration

Sponsored by the local branch of the NAACP, all students 
in Connors participated in an essay contest based on the 
dreams and efforts of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Students 
were given grade-level appropriate topics ranging from 
describing one’s own dreams to elaborating on why they 
felt Dr. King was the only non-president to be given 
have a national holiday. A committee comprised of staff 
members and NAACP representatives met to read all 
of the student essays and select winning essays in each 
of 4 categories. It was a very difficult process due to the 
volume of excellent essays, but the following winners 
were selected and awarded prizes donated by the NAACP:

Kindergarten Winner: Bria Wong
Grades 1 & 2 Winner: Juzaiya Boyd
Grades 3 & 4 Winner: Isaiah Smith
Grades 5 & 6 Winner: Bria Coleman

Congratulations to the winners and to all of our students 
at Connors for their hard work and dedication!

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Essay Contest

On Thursday, March 2, 2017, in celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday, community 
members joined the students of Connors to celebrate literacy and read stories from 
Dr. Seuss. Students were very excited to have special guests read to them. We 
would like to thank all of the community members who came to celebrate with 
us: Mayor Dawn Zimmer, Board President Thomas Kluepfel, representatives of 
ZogSports, Assemblywoman Annette Chaparro, Freeholder Anthony Romano, the 
Hoboken Public Library, the Hoboken Police Department, and our local chapter 
of the NAACP. Read Across America is always one of our favorite events and this 
year was no different! 

March 6 & 7
Peter Pan auditions (must come both days) 

March 13
Interim Report Cards available in Parent Portal

Upcoming Events

Growth Mindset Image of the Week

The Art of Annotating
This school year, Hoboken Middle School students have been actively annotating! 
In order to demonstrate an understanding and comprehension of novels, articles, 
and passages, students have been mastering the art of annotating.  Students have 
been jotting down their notes on their colorful sticky-notes; making inferences, 
citing textual evidence to support themes, describing characters, and reactions to 
the reading! 

8th grade students in Ms. Falcone’s period 
7/8 class have been busy strengthening and 
developing their writing skills.  This week, 
students created night write models with 
a partner.  Together, students collaborated 
using their thoughts and ideas from their 
own night writes to compose a character 
analysis of the main characters in the 
novel, Uglies.  The strongest model will 
serve as our class exemplar! 

On Wednesdays, We Write!

Ms. Minogue Has Been Published!

Inside the Classroom...

Wednesday was the final day of the genetics project in 
Mr. Joffe’s class. Here students are displaying how various 
traits come together to make awesome children! 

Calabro Welcomes Guest Author

Guest author Mrs. Jacqueline Lopresti shared her book, 
Oliver and His Unlikely Friend at Calabro, before 
guiding students through fun “Read Across America” 
themed activities!

Ms. Kontogiannis’ class got into character to embrace Read Across America 
Day!

Stop by the Brandt main office to see the newest Hoboken 
author!

Mile Square Early Learning Center PreK 3 teacher, Dawn 
Civitello has written a book about her son, Jo-Jo. Five 
Fingers and Ten Toes helps families and teachers explain 
and embrace differences that exist among peers.  We are 
so proud of her hard work and accomplishments being 
a published author.  She is an amazing role model to our 
students, especially during this week as we honor Dr. 
Seuss.

Hoboken’s Newest Author!

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6639070
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6639070
http://www.clients.mindbodyonline.com
http://www.clients.mindbodyonline.com
http://wallaceschoolpto.com
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/March/Mar3.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/March/Mar3.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/HHS%20'17/HHS%20newsletter%201-13-17.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6615959
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=6615959
https://youtu.be/bQDtS46gYCQ
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=7675199
https://docs.google.com/a/hoboken.k12.nj.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV-W2bJ38wgi_XtaEl8C7A3NFAPgdgA3V51D3mcM8JJbotyQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8ok1rE8QKgBeXRJbC1tX0YwM2s
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8ok1rE8QKgBZGFoQXlzc0xEOEU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8ok1rE8QKgBQV80bGJRUWp4a0U
 http://www.oklahomareadingassociation.org/resources/Documents/Oklahoma%20Reader/2017%20Winter%20Ed%20-%20The%20Oklahoma%20%20Reader.pdf 
 http://www.oklahomareadingassociation.org/resources/Documents/Oklahoma%20Reader/2017%20Winter%20Ed%20-%20The%20Oklahoma%20%20Reader.pdf 
 http://www.oklahomareadingassociation.org/resources/Documents/Oklahoma%20Reader/2017%20Winter%20Ed%20-%20The%20Oklahoma%20%20Reader.pdf 
https://youtu.be/sOqX-RxMbp4
https://youtu.be/sOqX-RxMbp4
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Digital%20Backpack/March/Rock%20Your%20Socks%20-%20March%2021.pdf
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Digital%20Backpack/March/Flyer%20(1).pdf

